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National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People.

NAACP Mid-Manhattan Branch honors the
Honorable Hazel N. Dukes, President of the
New York State Conference of NAACP
Branches; the Honorable Mildred Roxborough
of the NAACP National Development Depart-
ment; the Honorable Laura D. Blackburne,
Counsel for the New York State Conference of
NAACP Branches & NAACP Special Contribu-
tion Fund; the Honorable Paula Brown Edmé
of the NAACP National Development Depart-
ment; the Honorable Gloria Benfield, Member-
ship Chair for New York State Conference of
NAACP Branches; and the Honorable Shirley
Stewart Farmer, Co-Founder of the NAACP
Mid-Manhattan Branch. As a Life Member of
the National Association for the Advancement
of Colored People, | am proud to join Mid-
Manhattan Branch in saluting these NAACP
Women of Excellence.

Founded in 1909, the NAACP is the nation’s
oldest and largest civil rights organization. Its
members throughout the United States and
the world are the premiere advocates for civil
rights in their communities, conducting voter
mobilization and monitoring equal opportunity
in the public and private sectors. The Mid-
Manhattan Branch recently celebrated its 40th
Anniversary since its founding in 1966.

In the mid 1960s a group of citizens, con-
cerned that there was no NAACP Branch in
the Mid-Manhattan area, met for several
months to plan a branch. Over 500 letters co-
signed by Roy Wilkins and Ralph Bunche, in-
vited hopefully interested residents to a meet-
ing at Freedom House (120 Wall Street, New
York, NY).

For forty years, the Mid-Manhattan Branch
has been an advocate for all its citizens in the
struggle for civil rights and equality. Today, the
Branch plays an active role in confronting the
gaps and disparities in healthcare, economics,
education funding, Criminal Justice, diversity
in the Courts and in the Judiciary.

Their efforts continue in voter education,
registration and mobilization, as well as youth
development and enrichment programs.
Today, the Mid-Manhattan Branch has over
600 members, with eight working Committees
(Education, Health, Fundraising, Legal Re-
dress, Membership, Civic Engagement, Vet-
eran Affairs, and Youth Council).

——

A TRIBUTE TO DR. SONYA
MKRYAN

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 19, 2009

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Dr. Sonya Mkryan of Altadena, Cali-
fornia. Every March we celebrate Women’s
History Month in recognition of the contribu-
tions and the sacrifices made by our nation’s
women. Accordingly it is my privilege to high-
light Dr. Mkryan as a woman whose extraor-
dinary efforts are vital to my district.

Sonya was born in Sanjak, the French man-
date of Syria, and emigrated at age ten to So-
viet Armenia with her parents and three sib-
lings. By the time she travelled from Armenia
to the United States with her husband and
three children in 1979, she had obtained a
PhD in Technical Studies and worked for two
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decades as a scientist and researcher at the
Armenian Academy of Sciences. Her first job
in America was as a mechanical inspector for
Robertshaw Industrial Products.

As an educator and geophysicist, Sonya
has taught in the Pasadena Unified School
District as a professor of physics at Poly-
technic Institute. For the past twenty-three
years she has contributed her knowledge and
experience to the County of Los Angeles’ De-
partment of Public Social Services in hopes of
serving society for the better.

A woman of multiple talents, Sonya is also
an artist and a writer. Over the last twenty
years she has held several solo shows and
has actively participated in many group exhibi-
tions. Aside from scientific articles published in
the Russian, she has published six books of
poetry and short stories: five in Armenian and
the sixth in English. She is a member of the
Armenian Writers Union of California and is an
honorable member of the International Society
of Poets.

Sonya’s life story is a testament to the bril-
liant potential of this nation’s women and her
steadfast dedication and selfless service are
an invaluable addition to the legacy of Wom-
en’s History Month. With gratitude and admira-
tion, | ask all Members of Congress to join me
in honoring an extraordinary woman of Califor-
nia’s 29th Congressional District, Dr. Sonya
Mkryan.

CONGRESSIONAL TRIBUTE
HONORING FAY SINKIN

HON. CHARLES A. GONZALEZ

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 19, 2009

MR. GONZALEZ. Madam Speaker, on
March 4, 2009, the world was bereft of a pow-
erhouse environmentalist when Fay Sinkin
passed away at the age of 90. Born in New
York City, Fay came to San Antonio 66 years
ago after marrying Bill Sinkin after he pro-
posed on their first, blind date. Fay quickly
made San Antonio her home, and the resi-
dents of the city will be forever grateful.

She joined the San Antonio Chapter of the
League of Women Voters, serving as its presi-
dent for several years, and was a tireless
fighter for the equality of women and minori-
ties. She was one of the first women in the
city to sit on a jury, and she fought the mayor
and the city council to improve the living con-
ditions for San Antonio’s Blacks and His-
panics.

The protection of the Edwards Aquifer would
become her life’s work. When Fay heard of
the proposal to build a massive development
which threatened the city’s water supply, she
took action. With her allies in the Edwards Ag-
uifer Preservation Trust, she enlisted the as-
sistance of the city’s congressman, Henry B.
Gonzalez, and set forth to protect her fellow
citizens. The Government Canyon State Nat-
ural Area now stands where some saw only a
chance at quick profit. The growth of San An-
tonio and the health of its citizens would not
have been possible without the work of Fay
Sinkin.

Fay and Bill Sinkin continued to work to im-
prove the lives of San Antonians, Texans, and
the entire country until the end of her days.
Just this past January, she recalled the myriad

March 19, 2009

changes she had seen over six decades in the
city, the improvements no one could have
imagined when she first arrived, looked out
over a land so different from any she had
known and declared herself home.

San Antonio was Fay Sinkin’s home for 66
years. The City feels a little emptier now, but
we have all lived richer, better lives because
of the life of Fay Sinkin. Her life may have
ended, but her contributions will live on and
generations shall enjoy the fruits of her labor.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. BOB ETHERIDGE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 19, 2009

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Madam Speaker, due to
an iliness in my family, | was unable to be in
attendance on the floor of the House on
March 12, 2009, and unable to record my vote
on H.R. 1262.

Had | been able to cast my vote on this bill
| would have voted in strong support of the
Water Quality Investment Act of 2009. H.R.
1262 is a comprehensive bill that will result in
a total investment in our nation’s water infra-
structure of $18.7 billion over five years, this
legislation will fund the Clean Water State Re-
volving Fund, and provide $13.8 billion in Fed-
eral grants over five years to the Clean Water
SRF to provide low-interest loans to commu-
nities for wastewater infrastructure.

Our nation’s wastewater infrastructure is de-
teriorating and in dire need of repair. In many
regions of the country, sewer systems and
water infrastructure facilities were built in a dif-
ferent era and for much smaller populations.
Many water systems have reached the end of
their useful life or have been completely over-
whelmed from increased use. H.R. 1262 goes
a long way towards renewing the federal com-
mitment to addressing our nation’s substantial
needs for water infrastructure to ensure that
communities across the country have safe
drinking water and effective wastewater treat-
ment facilities.

| am pleased that this legislation has passed
the House and | only regret that | was not able
to be present to cast my vote in support. In
addition to voting “yes” on Rollcall No. 123, |
would have voted “no” on Rollcall No. 122,
against the Mack Amendment to the bill, which
would have removed prevailing wage provi-
sions from the bill. | also would have voted
“yes” on Rollcall No. 124, H. Res. 224, sup-
porting the designation of March 14, 2009 as
Pi Day.

———

PUBLIC LANDS SERVICE CORPS
ACT OF 2009

HON. RAUL M. GRIJALVA

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 19, 2009

Mr. GRIJALVA. Madam Speaker, today | am
introducing the Public Lands Service Corps
Act to expand an already successful program
that employs and trains thousands of young
people and helps repair and restore our public
lands. | am delighted that my colleague,
House Natural Resources Committee Chair-
man NICK RAHALL, has agreed to join me as
an original cosponsor of this important bill.
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